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BRIDGNORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Westgate, 

Bridgnorth. 

Septemher,  1956. 


To  th.3  Chairaan  an.d  Councillors: 

Mr.  Chairiaan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  matters  relating 
to  health  and  environmental  hygiene  in  your  district,  for  the  year  1955 • 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  all  quite  satisfactory,  the  Birth-Rate, 
Still-Birth  Rato  and  Death-Rate  Being  very  similar  to  those  of  1954* 

There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1955  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  figure  is  well  below  the 
corresponding  value  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955* 

The  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  is  almost 
the  same  as  that  for  1954?  and  there  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infection, 
though  Measles  was  prevalent  among  the  children  in  the  second  quarter  of 
the  year. 

Pipe-laying  in  the  first  stage  of  the  Low  Level  Water  Supply  Scheme 
was  woj.I  advanced  and  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
majority  of  the  areas  to  bo  served  by  this  stage  of  the  scheme,  howe'vor, 
cannot  receive  water  until  the  completion  of  the  Bagginswood  Reservoir,  in 
the  constmction  of  which  some  delay  occurred.  Work  commenced  on  Stage  II 
of  the  scheme  in  April  and  satisfactory  progress  was  made. 

There  is  nothing  fresh  to  report  regarding  the  Joint  High  Level  V/ator 
Supply  Scheme,  no  real  progress  having  been  made  towards  its  initiation. 

Work  on  the  now  sewerage  system  and  sewage-disposal  plant  for  Highley 
commenced  during  the  year,  and  progressed  very  favourably.  The  existing 
disposal  works  at  New  England  and  Wren's  Nest  continue  to  deteriorate, 
and  the  former  Y;ill  certainly  have  to  be  replaced  in  Stage  II  of  the  Scheme 
or  undergo  radical  repairs.  As  a result  of  a Public  Enquiry  held  on  the 
17th  May,  1955  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
wa.s  given  to  the  proposed  sev/orage  and  sewage-disposal  scheme  for  Eardington. 

Sanitary  conditions  in  Alveley  have  growi  steadily  worse  during  the 
year,  and  will  continue  to  deteriorate  as  more  ne?;  houses  are  built  and 
more  of  the  older  houses  acquire  piped-water  supplies.  Every  effort 
should  be  made  to  expedite  the  provision  of  sewers  and  a sewage-disposal 
plant  for  this  area. 

Good  progress  was  made  in  the  Council's  housing  programme  during  the 
year.  39  iicw  houses  were  completed  as  compared  with  12  in  1954?  and  a 
further  64  were  in  course  of  construction  on  the  now  Rhea  Hall  housing 
estate  at  Highley  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Only  17  private  houses  were 
completed,  as  compared  with  27  in  1954?  but  a further  20  wore  in  course 
of  construction  by  31st  December. 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  applying  for 
Improvement  Grants  to  assist  in  the  modernisation  of  their  houses  during 
1955?  and  the  Council  was  able  to  approve  40  applications,  as  compared 
v/ith  19  in  1954*  20  improvement  schemes  wore  completed  during  the  year, 

as  compared  with  9 ia  1954*  Since  the  inception  of  the  Improvement  Grants 
Scheme,  73  applications  in  this  district  have  been  approved,  and  29 
approved  schemes  have  been  completed. 
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Mr.  J.  Stocker  joined  the  Public  Health  Staff  on  26th  September, 

1935  as  Second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  his  duties  being  mainly 
in  connection  with  a housing  survey  of  the  district,  which  was  deemed 
necessary  to  provide  up-to-date  information  for  the  Council's  slum  clear- 
ance prcgraiiLTie.  Recent  Pu.blic  Health  legislation  has  had  the  effect  of 
inoroasing  greatly  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  already  faced 
a very  ful.l  programme,  and  the  Rat  Restiaiction  Service  for  agricultural 
promises,  operated  by  the  Council  since  June  1955 > bas  added  to  their 
many  duties.  The  addition  of  another  member  of  staff  was  therefore  very 
necessary  if  the  work  of  the  department  was  to  be  carried  out  efficiently. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  Mr.  S.J, 
Yelland,  Mr.  D.A,  Pamphilon  and  Mr.  J,  Stocker  for  their  valuable  assist- 
ance in  the  preparation  of  Sections  C.  D.  and  E,  of  this  Report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MARGAFiET  H.P.  TUIRIBULL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  in  acres 

100,897 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  - 1955) 

16,100 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

3,890 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  (at  1st 

April  1956)  £155,282 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate 

£614 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

1955 

1954 

1953 

(Male 

104 

118 

119 

Legitimate  (I'emale 

118 

105  . 

105 

f Total 

222 

223 

224 

(Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

13.8 

13.8 

13.5 

(Male 

3 

4 

0 

Illegitimate  (Female 

7 

2 

10 

(Total 

10 

6 

10 

(Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

0.62 

0.37 

0.60 

(Male 

107 

122 

119 

f Female 

125 

107 

115 

Total  (Total 

232 

229 

234 

(Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

( population 

14.4 

14.2 

14.1 

(Standardised  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

17.9 

17.6 

19.8 

STILL-BIRTHS 

(Male 

3 

0 

2 

( Female 

1 

4 

2 

(Total 

(Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

4 

4 

4 

live  plus  still-births 

16.9 

17.2 

16,7 

DEATHS 

(Male 

66 

63 

67 

(Female 

58 

58 

63 

(Total 

(Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

124 

121 

130 

( population 

(standardised  Rate  per  1,000 

7.7 

7.5 

7.9 

of  population 

9.1 

8.9 

9.3 

DEATHS  RELATED  TO  PREGNANCY  AND  CHILDBIRTH 

(Total 

0 

1 

1 

(Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 

Nil 

4.3 

4.2 

1,000  total  births 

DEATHS  OF  INFAITTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

(Male 

2 

2 

5 

Legitimate  (Female 

2 

1 

1 

(Total 

4 

3 

6 

(Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

18,0 

13.0 

26.8 

live-births 
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DEATHS  OF  PIFAIJTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AQE  1933 

(Male  0 

Illegitimate  (Pemale  0 

(Total  0 

(Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  0 

live-births 

(Male  2 

Total  (Female  2 

(Total  4 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  live-  17.2 

births 


DEATHS  PROMs 


Cancer  (all  sites)  24 
Measles  0 
Y/hooping-cough  0 
Diphtheria  0 
Tuberculosis  0 


RATES  FOR  MGMD  AND  YfALES,  1935 


12^ 

0 

0 

0 

0 


2 

1 

5 

15.1 


mi 

0 

0 

0 

0 


5 
1 

6 

25.5 


Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  population  15 *0 
Still  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  live  + still-births  23.1 
Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  population  11. 7 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live-births  24.9 


DOTES  OH  VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPHL/iTIOIT 

The  Regi strar- General ' s estimated  mid-year  population  for  the  dis- 
trict for  1955  was  16,100  a decrease  of  80  on  the  estimate  for  1954* 

This  figure  (which  includes  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the 
area)  is  used  in  the  calculation  of  the  Birth  and  Death-Rates, 

BIRTHS 

During  the  year  there  were  232  live  births  in  the  district,  3 more 
than  in  1954*  Of  these  232,  10  were  illegitimate. 

The  Crude  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  thus  14.4 
(14.2  in  1954)  and  the  Standardised  Birth-Rate,  with  which  comparisons 
with  rates  for  other  areas,  and  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  may  be 
made,  was  17* 9 • The  Birth-Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955  was  15.0 
per  i,000  of  the  population. 

STILL-BIRTHS 

There  were  4 Still-hirths  in  the  district  during  the  year,  the  same 
number  as  in  the  previous  two  years.  The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
live  plus  still-births  was  16.9>  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  being  25. 1. 

DEATHS 

124  persons  died  in  the  district  during  1955  (66  males  and  58 
females)  which  is  3 more  than  during  the  previous  year.  The  Ciude 
Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  therefore  7.7»  an<i  the  Stan- 
dardised Death-Rate  was  9.1.  The  Death-Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1955  was  11.7  per  IjOOO  of  the  population. 
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Caue-ea  of  Death 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

36 

14 

50 

Can.cer  (all  sites) 

11 

15 

24 

Vascula,r  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

7 

10 

17 

Accidents  (excluding  motor  vehicle  accidents) 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

0 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

0 

3 

3 

Accidents  (motor  vehicles) 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

0 

2 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

6 

9 

15 

66 

58 

124 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation,  as  in  recent  years,  accounted 
for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  - of  the  total,  as  compared  ¥/ith 

51.4^0  in  1954. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Neorvous  System  accounted  for  I7  deaths,  i.e. 
13 of  the  total  number,  as  compared  with  20.7^  in  1954* 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  24  deaths,  as  compared  with  22  in  1954> 
(l9»4?o  of  the  total  as  compared  v;ith  18.2^),  Of  these  24  deaths,  3 were 
due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus,  which  caused  6 deaths  in  1954* 

The  Cancer  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  l.Ljan  increase 
of  0.14  on  the  figure  for  1954'» 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  the  district 
during  1955 • 

INFAHT  MORTALITY 

Pour  infants  died  during  1955  before  reaching  the  age  of  1 year| 
two  of  the  four  died  under  the  age  of  4 weeks.  There  were  5 infant 
deaths  in  1954*  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  was 
17.2,  the  rate  for  1954  having  been  15«1.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
for  England  and  V/ales  for  1955  was  24.9  per  1,000  live  births. 

FiATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  deaths  related  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  during  the 

year. 

FATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POHJLATIOH 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  108,  the 
came  figure  as  for  1954* 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


STi^JE 

'The  nc,mes  arid  professional  q^ua,lifications  of  the  Puhlic  Health 
Officers  of  the  Authority  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

During  the  year  it  became  clear  that  the  addition  of  another  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  staff  would  be  necessary,  if  the  Authority  was  to  carry 
out  fouthfully  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  recent  legislation,  such  as 
that  relating  to  Housing  and  Meat  Inspection,  and  the  further  duties 
which  would  certainly  arise  vihen  the  new  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  came  into 
force.  Accordingly,  Mr.  J.  Stocker  was  appointed  to  the  post  of  Second 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  commenced  duty  on  26th  September  1955* 
There  were  no  other  staff  changes  during  the  year. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Use  continued  to  be  made  during  the  year  of  the  facilities  provided 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury,  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream.  The  specimens  submitted  were  76  samples  of  water, 

5 samples  of  ice  cream  and  1 sample  of  raw  milk. 

HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  and  specialist  services  in 
this  area  is  the  responsibility  of  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

No  changes  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  hospital  facilities  available 
for  the  ciroa.  The  hospitals  most  easily  accessible  to  those  living  in 
the  Rural  District  are  those  at  Bridgnorth,  Kiddermiinster , Wolverhampton 
and  Shrewsbury. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  isolation  and  hospital  treat- 
ment are  adraittod  to  the  Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  or  to  Monkmoor 
HospitsM,  Slirewsbury. 

Pa-tients  with  Tuberculosis  receive  treatment  at  Shirlett  Sanatorium 
or  at  Sanatoria  at  Khightwick,  Malvern  or  Prees  Heath. 

The  chronic  sick  requiring  hospigal  admission  receive  treatment  at 
Shifnal  Hospital. 

innage  House,  Bridgnorth  is  a home  for  old  persons  in  need  of  resi- 
dential care  and  attention  and  is  administered  by  Salop  County  Council 
in  e.ccordance  with  the  provisions  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 
Salop  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  and 
administers  the  follovving  services  in  the  areas - 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

(b)  Care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midf/ifery. 

^d)  Health  Visiting. 

(e)  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Imiaunisation. 

(g)  Ambulance  Services. 

(h)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  arrangements  which  have  been  made  for  the  operation  of  some  of 
those  services  in  the  district  are  as  follo.w3s-» 


- 6 - 


CHIU)  WELFARE  CLIHICS 


(1)  HIC-HLEY. 

Until  18th  October,  1955 > the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  held  in  the 
Miners'  Y/clfare  Hall  Annexe,  Highley,  every  Tuesday  from  1.30  - 4*50  p.m.> 
hut  since  then,  sessions  have  been  held  on  the  1st  and  3^^^  Tuesday  after- 
noons in  each  month  only. 

(2)  ALVELEY. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Alveley  opened  at  the  old  school,  Church 
Green,  Alveley,  on  25th  October,  1955?  and  is  held  on  the  2nd  and  4'fch 
Tuesday  afternoons  in  each  month  from  I.30  - 4»30  p.m. 

Expectant  mothers  also  attend  at  these  clinics  for  routine  examina- 
tion and  advice. 

Attendances  of  babies  at  Highley  Clinic  remained  quite  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  very  few  mothers  had 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  provided  at  Alveley.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  attendances  at  this  clinic  will  improve  in  the  future,  as  it 
was  in  response  to  local  demand  and  interest  that  representation  was 
made  in  1954  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Hea,lth  recommending  the 
institution  of  regular  clinic  sessions  in  Alveley. 

For  those  within  easy  roach  of  Bridgnorth  there  is  also  a Child 
Welfa-re  Clinic  held  at  the  Vi^elfa-re  Centre,  Northgate,  every  Monday  from 
10  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m.  and  I.30  - 4*30  p.m. 

7/SLFARE  FOODS 

The  National  Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod- 
liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A a,nd  D Tablets)  are  available  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  during  clinic  hours,  and  at  various  conveniently  situated  distri- 
bution points  throughout  the  district. 

HEALTH  VISITING,  EOm  NURSING  AND  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES 

Details  of  these  services  in  the  area  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

VACCINATION  AND  IIMUNISATION 

Under  the  County  Council's  scheme,  vaccination  against  small-pox 
and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  may  be  carried  out  by  arrangement 
with  a general  practitioner  or  at  any  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

AlIBULANCE  SERVICES 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  for  the  County  is  in  Shrewsbury  (Tel  No. 
Shrewsbury  6331)  to  which  all  requests  for  an  ambulance  should  be  made. 

Tvro  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting-cases  are  stationed  in  Bridgnorth 
for  use  on  local  journeys. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  service  of  a domestic  help  is  available,  in  the  words  of  the 
Act,  for  "any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective, 
aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age."  Enquiries  regarding 
this  service  are  dealt  'with  at  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Centre  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  between  2,15  and  4<>30  p.m. 
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SECTION  Co 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
7/ATBR  SUPPLIES 


COMPIffJIIENSIVE  SCHEIvIBS 
High  Level  Areas. 

Again  this  year  there  is  virtually  no  progress  to  report  in  connect- 
ion with  this  scheme.  One  or  two  meetings  with  Ludlow  Rural  District 
Council  have  heon  held 5 hut  little  appears  to  have  heen  achieved. 

How  Level  Scheme. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  main-laying  in  the  first  stage  of  this 
scheme  vras  well-advanced  and  nearing  completion,  and  it  v;as  hoped  that 
water  would  he  available  early  in  1956  in  some  of  the  areas  to  he  served 
hy  the  sc'iieiiie.  Until  the  reservoir  at  Bagginswood  is  completed  however, 
the  greater  part  of  the  scheme  cannot  be  put  into  operation.  Some 
lengths  of  pipe-line  in  the  parish  of  Chelmarsh  ha'ro  already  heen  handed 
over  hy  the  engineers.  These  have  heen  sterilisea  and  some  new  house 
connections  made. 

Work  on  the  second  stage  of  the  scheme  was  commenced  in  April,  and 
good  progress  has  heen  made.  The  construction  of  the  elevated  water- 
tower  at  Tasley  is  in  hand  and  there  should  he  no  delays  in  connection 
v/ith  this. 

Tenders  for  the  third  stage  have  heen  invited  and  it  is  hoped  that 
work  will  commence  early  in  1956. 

On  the  v;hole,  the  past  year  has  heen  notable  for  the  progress 
which  has  heon  made  in  the  Council's  water  supply  schemes,  hut  neverthe- 
less there  still  remains  much  to  he  done. 


PARISH  REPORTS . 

Parish  of  Stottesdon. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  this  parish  has  heen  supplied  as 
hitherto.  Towards  the  end  of  November,  however,  a breakdown  in  the 
supply  occurred,  and  emergency  measures  had  to  he  taken.  It  was  found 
possible  to  supply  the  village  hy  means  of  an  emergency  pipeline  taken 
from  the  inlet  to  the  Bagginswood  Reservoir.  This  proved  to  he  so 
successful  that  the  local  source  is  now  to  he  used  for  emergency  pur- 
poses only. 

Barishes  of  Claverley  and  Worfield. 

Very  few  areas  in  either  of  these  parishes  remain  to  he  supplied. 
Walter  has  now  heen  piped  to  the  main  centres  of  population.  During  the 
past  year  more  of  the  local  inhabitants  have  connected  to  the  public 
supply,  a tendency  to  he  encouraged  very  strongly. 

3 o Parish  of  Alveley, 

There  is  nothing  further  to  report  in  connection  with  the  water 
supplies  to  this  parish.  The  more  densely-populated  part  is  seived  hy 
the  Low  Level  Scheme,  hut  there  are  many  localities  still  in  urgent 
need  of  a piped  supply,  especially  in  the  Lane  Green  and  Tuck  Hill 
areas.  It  is  expected  that  it  virill  he  about  three  years  before  the 
existing  pipelines  can  he  extended. 
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Details  of  premises  supplied  with  water  from  public  piped  supplies 
are  as  follows s- 


No.  of  Premises 


Direct 


Alveloy 

159 

Astlcy  Abbotts 

14 

Chelma.rsh 

19 

Clavorley 

221 

Highley 

577 

Kinlet 

69 

Stottesdon 

49 

Tasloy 

45 

Neon  Savage 

30 

Worfield 

Civilian 

167) 

R.A.F.  Houses 

180) 

R.A.P.  Camp 

1) 

12  58.75 

10.25 

1 14.0 

59.0 

94.5 

48.5 
18. 9 
83.8 

50.0 


83.3 


The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells,  springs,  etc. 
and  in  some  cases  private  piped  supplies. 


RmiTY  OP  SUPPLIES 

The  water  supplies  in  the  district  come  into  two  categories,  (l) 
water  supplied  from  mains  belonging  to  Wolverhampton,  Bridgnorth  and 
Birmingham  Corporations,  and  (2)  -water  from  boreholes,  wells  and  springs 
in  the  district. 

The  main  piped  supplies  are  chlorinated  prior  to  reaching  the 
district.  The  Birmingham  supply  feeds  the  Low  Level  Scheme,  and  at 
points  on  the  Elan  Aqueduct  where  ’water  is  supplied  to  the  scheme,  the 
water  is  again  chlorinated  by  the  Council.  It  may  therefore  be  assumed 
that  in  the  mains  supplies  the  v/ater  is  bacteriologically  pure.  Regular 
samples  are  taken  from  these  supplies,  however,  as  a necessary  precaution 
to  safeguard  the  Public  Health. 

Some  mention  must  be  made  in  dealing  with  this  subject  to  the  work 
done  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  to  which  the  samples  are 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  help  and  advice  received 
is  much  appreciated. 

Routine  sampling  of  the  chlorinated  supplies  have  shown  the  follow- 
ing results  2- 

Highly  satis_factory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

19  9-5 

The  value  of  the  policy  of  regular  Sampling  is  shovm  in  these 
figures,  for  on  one  occasion  the  open  reseivoir  at  Higliley  was  found  to 
be  causing  slight  pollution.  The  reservoir  was  washed  out  and  chlorina- 
ted a-nd  since  that  date  no  further  trouble  has  been  experienced.  The 
possibility  of  pollution  remains,  however,  where  an  open  reservoir  is 
used,  and  some  consideration  should  be  given  to  covering  this  reservoir 
in  the  future. 

Unfortunately  the  purity  of  water  from  other  sources  in  the  district 
is  not  so  satisfactory  owing  to  contamination  in  one  form  or  another,  and 
many  problems  arise  when  dealing  with  these  supplies.  The  services  of 
the  Health  Department  are  at  the  disposal  of  people  using  such  water,  and 
much  useful  work  is  done,  and  advico  given  in  this  respect* 
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21  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  from  private  supplies, 
and  the  fact  that  only  4 of  the  samples  can  he  classed  as  satisfactory 
shcvrs  that  the  purity  of  non-chlorinated  water  supplies  in  the  district 
leaves  a lot  to  he  desired. 

It  is  seldom,-  however,  that  any  illness  is  caused  in  those  who 
regu.larly  consume  this  impure  water.  It  seems  that  a natural  immunity 
to  the  organisms  present  is  developed  hy  the  consumers.  In  a few 
instances,  however,  it  has  heon  brought  to  our  notice  that  persons  who 
have  come  to  live  in  the  district  and  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
drinking  chlorinated  wa-ter  have  very  soon  suffered  from  gastro- 
intestinal upsets. 


Every  effort  is  made  to  trace  the  source  of  contamination  v/hen  a 
bad  sample  has  been  obtained,  but  sometimes  pollution  continues  to  occur 
after  all  obvious  defects  have  been  remedied.  In  such  cases,  the 
Notices  advising  users  to  boil  all  water  before  consumption  have  to 
remain  in  force  more  or  less  indefinitely,  if  an  alternative  and  a 
purer  ?/atsr  supply  cannot  easily  be  obtained. 

In  the  case  of  schools  in  the  area  where  the  vrater  supply  is 
unsatisfactory,  drinking-water  is  supplied  in  churns  and  delivered  with 
the  school  meals  each  day. 

Follovfing  a mild  outbreak  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea  in  October 
among  the  children  attending  Morville  School,  the  water  there  was 
sampled  and  found  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  It  was  found  that  the 
School  could  very  easily  be  connected  to  the  mains  supplying  the 
Morville  Council  Houses,  the  pipes  having  been  laid  some  years  before 
with  this  object  in  view.  The  Education  Authority  accordingly  made  the 
necessary  connections.  It  v/as,  of  course,  by  no  means  certain  that  the 
water  was  to  blame  for  the  illness,  and  the  cause  was  not  definitely 
ascertained. 


SM/ERAGE  AND  SEV/AGE  DISPOSAL 


During  the  year  under  review,  work  on  the  new  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  plant  at  Highley  was  cogimenced.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  the  new  sewers  have  been  completed  and  considerable  progress  ha.3 
bjon  made  on  the  site  of  the  intended  disposal  works,  A temporary 
storm-overflow  weir  has  been  provided,  which  has  relieved,  to  some 
extent,  the  pressure  on  the  existing  works  at  Y/ren's  Nest,  but  in  spite 
of  all  efforts  these  continue  to  become  less  efficient.  The  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  old  v/orks  at  New  England.  Without  question,  these 
must  either  be  replaced  in  Stage  II  of  the  new  scheme,  or  radical 
repairs  undertaken. 

It  is  disappointing  to  report  that ix>-roark had  tyDecemlhaivJbGGaa  started  at 
Claverley.  The  need  is  still  no  less  urgent  on  healtn  grounds  than  it 
was  in  time  of  greater  prosperity.  The  matter  is,  however,  in  hand, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  commenced  during  1956. 

Sanitary  conditions  in  the  parish  of  Alveley  grow  steadily  worse. 
More  people  are  using  piped-water,  and  private  housing  development  is 
increa.sing,  all  v/ithout  main  drainage.  The  Council  should  be  deeply 
concerned  at  the  present  position,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
ensure  that  sewers  and  a sewage  disposal  plant  are  provided  at  the 
earliest  possible  date. 

After  a Public  Enquiry,  approval  was  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  to  the  scheme  proposed  for  the  village  of 
Eardington.  To  date  little  progress  seems  to  have  been  made,  however, 
presumably  on  account  of  considerations  of  finance  over-riding  those 
of  health. 
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REMISE  COLLECTION  ANL  DISPOSAL 


No  changes  in  the  methods  or  routes  of  collection  have  heen  made 
since  the  last  report,  and  the  system  appears  to  operate  quite  smoothly. 

The  present  tip  at  Highley  has  heen  closed,  and  completely  covered 
to  a depth  of  two  feet  or  more,  Tirith  material  excavated  from  the  site  of 
the  new  sev/age  disposal  works  on  adjoining  land.  Fortunately  a new 
tipping  site  has  heen  obtained  adjoining  the  old  tip,  and  this  should 
provide  space  for  disposal  for  several  years. 

A serious  fire  at  the  tip  at  Alveley  has  made  it  necessary  to  convey 
all  refuse  collected  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  Severn  to  Claverley, 
and  this  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  cost  for  some  time. 

All  tips  are  provided  with  permanent  hait-points  for  rodent  control, 
and  doming  the  summer  treatment  is  given  at  frequent  intervals  to  prevent 
nuisance  from  flies. 


There  are  21  factories  on  the  register,  all  having  mechanical  power. 
There  are  other  workshops  in  the  area  where  rural  crafts  are  still  prac- 
tised, hut  they  do  not  come  within  the  definition  of  "Factory"  as  laid 
down  hy  the  Act.  It  is  significant  of  the  times,  however,  that  fa,rming 
is  becoming  a more  completely  mechanised  industry,  and  the  Government 
accordingly  intend  to  introduce  legislation  to  cover  the  safety,  health 
and  welfare  of  agricultural  workers. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  22  visits  have  heen  made  to  factories, 
five  defects  having  heen  found. 

The  advice  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer,  Salop  County  Council,  has 
heen  sought  in  all  cases  before  the  issue  of  a "Means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire"  certificate.  This  practice  will  he  continued  in  the  future,  as 
it  is  felt  that  more  use  should  he  made  of  the  Fire  Service ' s experience 
in  fire  prevention. 


CAMPING  SITES 

The  10  licensed  camping-sites  in  the  district  have  received  regular 
visits.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  bring  the  ovnier’s 
attention  to  the  untidy  condition  of  the  site. 

The  problem  of  the  individual  caravan  still  remains,  with  its  attend- 
ant difficulties  of  control.  In  order  to  try  to  obviate  this  problem,  an 
existing  licensed-site  is  to  he  enlarged,  to  provide  accommodation  for 
100  caravans.  This  site  will  then  have  sanitary  accommodation  blocks  and 
a piped  water  supply. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  duties  imposed  on  the  Council  hy  the  Prevention  of  Damage  hy 
Pests  Act,  1949  require  that  all  premises  within  the  area  he  inspected. 
This  work  is  systematically  carried  out  hy  an  experienced  rodent  operative 
who  treats  infestations  as  they  are  found. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  the  Council  carry  out  a rat  destruction 
service  at  farm  premises.  This  contract  service  was  formerly  conducted 
hy  the  Shropshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  v;as  transferred 
at  the  Council's  request  in  June,  The  service  now  forms  an  integral 
part  of  the  rodent  control  service,  enabling  contracts  to  he  offered  to 
farmers  when  the  routine  inspection  is  made. 
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Hie  following  table  shows  the  inspections  of  property  made  and 
infestations  discovered  and  treated  during  the  last  12  months. 


Type  of  Property 

Inspections 

Made 

. Infestations 
Discovered 

Infestations 

Notified 

’ Treatments 
Carried  Out 

Local  Authority 
(Sewage  I/orks, 
Tips,  etc.) 

57 

26 

2 

29 

Dwellings 

5520 

456 

8 

450 

Trade 

104 

18 

1 

18 

Agricultural 

902 

170 

- 

58 

IITSPEOTIOKS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


A total  of  15862  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  895  on  the  total  for  1954<>  A quarter  of  these  are 
visits  to  slaughterhouses  on  meat  inspection  duties.  The  remainder  are 
more  or  less  evenly  distributed  among  the  routine  duties  of  a Sanitary 
Inspector,  except  for  the  emphasis  on  farm  inspections  as  a result  of 
the  rat  destruction  service  carried  out  by  the  Council,  since  the  month 
of  June, 

TOTAL 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  87 
Houses  - Housing  Acts  127 
Housing  applications  investigated  101 
Complaints  investigated  87 
¥/ater  - General  59 
?/ater  - Samples  55 
Factories  20 
Camping  Sites  29 
Infectious  Disease  Cases  29 
Swimming  Baths  14 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  - Domestic,  Trade,  etc.  55 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  - Farm  Contracts  I48 
Interviews  with  owners  22 
Revisits  to  Property  under  Notice  59 
Licensed  Premises  7 
Bakehouses  5 
'S'ried  Fish  Shops  6 
Food  Premises  60 
Butchers  Shops  7 
Slaughterhouses  444 
Drainage  294 
Problem  Families  15 
Miscellaneous  154 


1,862 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act,  1958. 

(a)  Informal  - I4 

(b)  Formal  - 5 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 


NumUer  of  inhabited  houses  .99  ... 

Number  of  houses  omed  by  the  Council 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1955? 

'a)  Council  0..  ...  ...  ...  59 

^b  ^ Iriva  oo...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lY 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  at  5l/l2/55«»< 
Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  5l/l2/55s 
(a)  Cou-ncil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..o  ^4 

(b^  Hrivate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


taken  over  from  the  Ministry  of  Works  and  converted  into  flats. 


1955 

1954 

3,890 

3,795 

352 

314 

56 

59 

233 

300 

84 

52 

:e  Council 

are  the 

',  and  two 

hostels 

The  huts  at  Coton  are  rapidly  deterioratingj  having  served  for  a 
period  far  in  excess  of  their  expected  life,  and  the  tenants  should  be 
re-housed  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 


imn  HOUSES 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  rate  of  completion  of 
nev  houses  during  the  past  year.  39  houses  have  been  occupied  as 

compared  v/ith  12  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  December  v/as  64j  all  these  being  on  the  new  Rhea  Hall 
Estate  at  Highloy,  and  v/hilst  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the  whole  of 
this  number  will  be  finished  during  the  coming  year,  at  least  the  Council 
can  hope  to  maintain  the  present  rate  of  building* 

Fewer  private  houses  were  completed  than  in  the  last  year,  17  as 
compared  with  27.  This  was  probably  due  to  increased  difficulty  in 
borrowing,  and  higher  interest  rates.  What  the  future  will  hold  is  a 
matter  for  conjecture,  but  tho  signs  are  that  the  present  rate  of  building 
should  be  maintained. 


FUTURE  PROGRAHHIi 

At  present  the  tendency  of  the  Council  appears  to  be  to  af/ait  events 
before  committing  themselves  to  a definite  programme  of  new  building. 
Several  schemes  are  under  consideration,  but  these  are  hardly  beyond  the 
paper  stage. 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS  1955 

Total  number  of  outstanding  applications  in  1955 
Number  of  persons  on  list  applying  for  houses  and 
not  residing  within  the  district 
Ihunber  of  applicants  living  in  lodgings 
Number  of  applicants  requiring  houses  in  Highley 


235 

63 

68 

59 


- 13  - 


Details  of  Posi 

:-War  building  are 

as  follows 

Under 

Completed  in 

Construction 

year  ending 

Parrish 

at  31/12/55. 

31/12/55. 

i^lveley 

. 

Cle.verley 

•• 

V/orfield 

7 

Tasley 

Morville 

.. 

Ship ton 

Highley 

64 

0 

1 — 1 

•H 

Neen  Savage 

Stottesdon 

— . 

E'adon  George 

Ditton  Priors 

20 

Monkhopton 

6 

Chet ton 

- 

.6 

64 

39 

Highley  Pre-War  Houses 

Total  of  all  houses 


(*  Includes  hostel  converted  into  flats) 


PRIVATE  BUILDIHGS 

Under  Construction  Completed 

at  31/12/55»  During  1955* 

20  17 


Total 

Completed 

Post-War. 

50 

26 

45 

6 

18* 

6 

56 

14 

10 

15* 

6 

20 

14 

6 


292 

56 


548 


Total 

Post-War. 

101 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

Work  has  now  commenced  in  making  a detailed  inspection  of  most  of 
the  houses  in  the  Council's  area.  The  Rural  Housing  Survey  carried  out 
in  the  immediate  Post-War  years  is  being  used  as  the  basis  of  the  new 
work.  In  September  the  Council  appointed  Mr.  J.  Stocker  as  Second 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  deal  principally  with  the  housing  survey 
and  this  appointment  has  greatly  improved  the  staff  situation. 

Whilst  day  to  day  complaints  are  attended  to,  the  method  of  operation 
adopted  is  to  carry  out  the  work  parish  by  parish,  dealing  first  with 
those  areas  v;here  housing  accommodation  is  likely  to  become  available  in 
the  fairly  near  future. 

IMPROVEMETT  AND  RECONDITIONING 

Again  this  year  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  many  people 
are  taking  advantage  of  Impiwement  Grants.  Schemes  of  all  descriptions  have 
been  submitted  and  approved  and  some  truly  remarkable  results  have  been 
obtained.  In  this  field,  at  least,  the  Council  may  feel  some  pride  of 
achievement. 

Details  of  the  scheme  as  operated  by  the  Council  are  as  follows j- 


Total  number  of  applications  considered  - 85 
Total  number  of  applications  approved  - 73 
Number  approved  in  1955  “ 40 
Number  completed  in  1955  “ 20 
Total  number  completed  - 29 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  OP  J/EAT  ANN  OTHER  POODS 


Tli'^^i’e  are  5 licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district j a reduction 
of  1 in  the  nunher  first  licensed  Yfhen  private  alaughtering  was  re- 
ccuffiienced  in  1954 » This  licence  was  revoked 5 as  the  occupier  of  the 
slaughterhouse  failed  to  comply  r/ith  a notice  requiring  works  to  he 
carried  out,  in  order  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  standard. 

There  are  11  butchers  shops  in  the  district,  6 being  served  by  the 
private  slaughterhouses,  the  remainder  obtaining  their  meat  supplies  from 
centralised  slaughterhouses  at  \7olverhampton  and  Craven  Arms. 

It  must  again  be  pointed  out  that  the  presenoe  of  the  Inspector  during 
slaughter  is  seldom  possible,  and  only  of  animals  slaughtered  receive 
ante-mortem  inspection. 

One  slaughterhouse  was  closed  temporarily  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Order  when  an  outbreak  of  Swine  Pever  was  diagnosed  by  a local 
veterinary  surgeon,  and  later  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

All  contacts  of  the  confirmed  case  were  inspected  and  passed  as  fit  for 
human  consumption. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

319 

11 

9 

1416 

857 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

319 

11 

9 

1416 

857 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 
'Tuberculosis. 

Ylhole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

6 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

^^rio 

Nil 

Nil 

.7755 

.70fo 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
?/ith  Tuberculosis 

2.81fb 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2clfo 

j 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised,  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at 


the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  is 

as  follows 

cwts . 

qtrs. 

lbs. 

fl)  On  account  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

21 

(2)  On  account  of  other  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

5 

2 

24 

The  foregoing  summary  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  again  shows 
the  high  standard  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district. 


METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  COITOS'maD  FOOD 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  by  deep-burying  on  the  Council's 
refuse  tips.  The  quantities  of  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouses  is 
comparatively  small 5 and  it  is  hardly  v/orth  while  for  knackers'  men  to  V 
make  regular  collections.  It  is  therefore  found  both  safist  and  economical 
for  such  meat  to  be  taken  by  the  Meat  Inspector  to  the  local  hunt  kennals, 
where  it  is  boiled  for  the  hounds. 

FOOD  INSPECT I ON 

It  is  an  offence  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  a retailer  of 
food  to  have  in  his  possession  food  which  is  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
It  is  the  usual  practice  for  retailers  to  inform  the  Inspector  of  such 
unfit  food.  The  food  is  then  inspected,  and  if  condemned,  a surrender 
certificate  is  issued.  The  following  is  a summary  of  foods  dealt  with  in 
this  manners - 


Lbs, 

Ozs 

Corned  Beef 

12 

0 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

16 

11 

Stewed  Steak 

3 

12 

Vegetables 

14 

tins. 

Fruit 

5 

tins. 

Sultanas 

5 

0 

MILK 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  local  authorities  are 
responsible  only  for  dairies  other  than  those  on  farms.  The  milk  supplie-l 
in  this  district  is  in  the  main  retailed  by  dairymen  from  outside  the 
district,  and  supplementary  licences  are  issued  to  these  retailers  after 
confirmation  from  the  authorities  issuing  the  principal  licences  has  been 
obtained. 

Two  instances  of  a milk  supply  being  infected  with  J, Mycobacterium 
Tuberculosis  occurred  during  the  year.  In  both  cases  the  milk  was  already 
being  sent  to  pasteurising  plants  outside  the  district,  and  any  risk  of 
the  infection  being  spread  was  thus  eliminated.  However,  until  this 
district  is  made  a "Specified  area",  in  v/hich  it  is  compulsory  for  all 
milk  sold  to  be  designated,  (i.e.  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised,  or 
Sterilised)  the  risk  of  tuberculous  infection  remains, 

A great  deal  of  criticism  has  been  made  throughout  the  country  about 
the  supervision  of  the  production  of  clean  milk,  as  it  is  thought  by  many 
tha-t  it  was  a retrograde  step  when  this  v/ork  was  taken  from  local 
authorities. 


The  follov/ing  is  a summary  of  milk  licences  issued  during  the  years - 


Pasteurised 


Sterilised 


Supplementary  Licences 
Dealer's  Licences 


T.T. 

6 

5 


16  - 


7 

4 


4 

6 


ICE  CRMM 


The  increasing  popularity  of  ice  cream  is  again  shown  in  the  increase 
of  retailers  of  this  commodity  in  the  district,  there  now  being  40  pre- 
mises where  ice  cream  is  sold.  In  every  case  the  product  is  pre-wrapped, 
and  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  exist  in  the  district. 

Five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  telcen  during  the  year,  all  being 
classed  by  the  laboratory  as  Grade  I. 

The  diffioulty  in  submitting  samples  to  the  laboratory  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  grading,  is  that  the  sample  must  reo,ch  the  labor- 
atory within  2 hours  of  collection.  In  a large  lural  area  this  proves 
extremely  difficult  in  many  cases,  as  the  samples  have  to  be  collected 
and  taken  by  road  to  Shrewsbury  in  this  period. 

FOOD  PRE^ilSES 

(s-)  The  types  of  _f_ood  premises  in  the  area. 

1.  Butchers  shops  11 

2.  Fried  Fish  shops  5 

3.  Bakehouses  4 

4.  Premises  serving  snacks  and  light  meals  40 

5.  Licensed  premises  51 

6.  General  provisions  22 

( b ) Promises  registered  under  S ecti on_J.^_o f _tti e F_o_qd  and  Drugs  Act , IGyfl 

1.  Manufa-cturers  of  sausages,  pressed  meat,  etc.  7 

2.  Ice  cream  dealers  40 

FOOD  EYGI.ENE 

The  fact  that  not  a single  complaint  of  unsatisfactory  conditions 
existing  at  food  premises  in  the  district  has  been  received  from  the 
public  during  the  past  year,  docs  not  give  encouragement  to  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department.  Rather  does  it  point  to  the  complacency  and  lack 
of  interest  in  such  things  shown  b3r  the  public,  for  v/ithout  their  help, 
progress  is  limited.  During  the  year  the  number  of  visits  to  food  pre- 
mises has  increased,  a,nd  much  work  of  a structural  character  and  of 
educational  value  has  been  carried  out. 

The  introduction  of  a now  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  to  become  oporsutivo  on  1st  January,  195^5  is  designed  to 
consolide,te  previous  legislation,  and  definite  guidance  is  given  as  to 
the  ste,ndard  which  must  be  attained,  and  maintained  in  premises  whore 
food  is  handled. 


- 17  - 


SECTIOIT  P. 


INFSCTIOOS  DISEASES. 


TiiG  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  received  from 
general  pra,ctitionerG  during  the  yca,r  vore  as  follouss- 


Noo  of  Cases 


Measles  . 59' 
Scarlet  Fever  10 
Acute  pneumonia  ' 9 
¥/hooping- cough  ’ 8 
Tuherculosis  (Respiratory)  6 
Pood  Poisoning  4 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 
Paratyphoid"  Fever  2 
Tuherculosis  (iTon  Respiratory)  1 
Ophthalmia  Reonatoium  1 


102 


Tho  total  number  of  notifications  is  almost  the  same  as  that  of  the 
previous  year,  v/hen  I06  cases  vere  notified. 


MEASDiS 

59  cases  of  measles  uere  notified  in  1955?  c-s  compared  with  only  2 
in  1954«  The  highest  incidence  occurred  between  April  and  June,  when  45 
of  the  total  number  wore  notified,  Tho  Kinlet  area  had  the  greatest 
number  of  cases  (12),  the  remainder  being  scattered  throughout  the  dis- 
trict. Boys  and  girls  were  almost  equally  affected,  tho  total  number 
comprising  29  maples  and  30  females,  and  the  5-7  year  age-group  pro- 
vided tho  greatest  number  of  ca,ses.  21  of  the  total  59  were  in  this 
age-group,  a,nd  pre-school  children  accounted  for  I9  of  the  cases.  Only 
one  child  under  the  age  of  1 year  was  affected, 

VfflOOPIITG-COUGH 

Only  8 Cases  of  \¥ho oping- cough  were  notified  during  1955?  a-s  com- 
pared with  41  in  the  previous  year.  Immunisation  against  I'lTio oping- oough 
is  nov/-  commonly  combined  with  Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  infancy. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

There  X7as  again  a reduction  in  tho  number  of  notifications  of  Scarlet 
Pevor  in  1955?  only  10  being  received,  as  compared  with  13  in  1954?  25  in 
1953  ond  56  in  1952,  In  previous  years,  Rational  Service  men  at  the 
R.A.F.  Camp  have  accounted  for  about  5C^  of  tho  cases  notified,  but  in 
1955  0,11  the  cases  were  in  children,  and  all  but  one  occurred  in  Highley. 
Scarlet  Fever  occurs  generally  in  a mild  form  nowadays,  and  hospital 
isolation  is  seldome  necessary, 

ACUTE  PITEUMONIA 

This  condition  also  sho’.7ed  a lov/er  incidence  than  in  recent  years, 
there  being  9 notifications,  as  compared  with  32  in  1954  36  in  1953 » 

4 of  tho  cases  -were  National  Service  men  e.t  the  R.A.F,  Camp.  There  wore 
3 deaths  from  pneumonia  during  tho  year. 

FOOD  POISONING 

4 cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  wore  notified  during  tho  year,  one  single 
case  in  January,  and  throe  children  in  one  family  who  boca,me  ill  simultan- 
otiiaLyii October.  The  vehicle  of  infection  was  not  discovered  in  any  of  the 
cases  in  spite  of  careful  investigation.  To  be  of  value,  investigations 
in  these  cases  by  the  Public  Health  Staff  must  be  undertaken  as  early  as 
possible  after  the  condition  manifests  itsel:^  and  immediate  notification 
of  cases  by  general  practitioners,  by  telephone  if  possible  in  the  first 
instance,  is  essentia,!.  The  patient's  family  can  also  help,  by  saving 
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for  the  Inspector  any  remains  of  the  food  under  suspicion,  for  this  can 
then  bo  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  From  the  results 
obtained,  it  may  be  possible  to  trace  a ’’carrier”  of  dangerous  germs  who 
is  engaged  in  food  handling,  and  Yirho  should  not  be  so  employed,  Y/e  may 
thus  be  able  to  prevent  further  food-poisoning  outbreaks  in  the  community. 

P^iRATYPKOID  FlFrFR 

Two  cases  of  this  condition  in  one  family  T/ere  notified  simultaneously 
from  the  Claverley  area  during  the  summer.  One  was  a proven  case,  con- 
firmed by  laboratory  tests,  and  the  other  a suspected  case,  which  subse- 
quent tests  suggested  had  actually  been  infectious.  The  vehicle  of 
infection  was  not  identified. 


DIPHTHZ^RIA 

no  cases  of  Dijphtheria  have  occLirred  in  the  Rural  District  for  a 
number  of  years  now,  but  if  its  continued  absence  from  the  community  is 
to  be  ensured,  it  remains  essentia,!  that  all  infants  and  young  children 
should  receive  protection  against  it. 

The  national  campaign  for  the  eradication  of  the  disease  continues, 
and  remarkable  results  have  a.lready  been  achieved  since  its  inception. 

In  1945 j in  England  and  'Yales,  there  were  18,596  cases  and  722  deaths, 
and  provisional  figures  for  1955  show  I6I  cases  with  11  deaths.  The 
incidence  in  1955  wa,s  therefore  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year  when 
there  were  173  ca.ses  and  9 deaths. 

The  object  of  the  campaign  is  to  secure  the  protection  of  not  less 
than  757'3  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday.  In  1954  only  36^0  of 
children  in  England  and  Y^ales  v;ore  immunised  under  the  s,ge  of  12  months, 
and  38  <>4/0  during  the  first  half  of  1955  • 

In  the  Rural  District  in  19555  132  babies  were  immunised  during  their 
first  year  of  life  - approximately  of  those  eligible  for  this  pro- 
tection. This  represents  a great  improvement  on  the  comparable  figure  of 
32yb  for  1954<>  It  still  falls  far  short  of  the  desired  75/'o  however,  and 
the  efforts  of  all  concerned,  towards  the  attainment  of  this  target  in 
the  future,  must  not  be  relaxed. 

It  is  desirable  also  that  primary  immunisation  in  infancy  should  be 
followed  by  "booster”  injections  at  4 - 5 yearly  intervals  during  school- 
life,  to  maintain  the  level  of  immunity. 

SMALL  POX  VACCINATION 

128  bo,bies  under  the  age  of  1 year  were  vaccinated  against  Small  Pox 
in  the  district  during  1955 • If  the  age  of  4 months  is  taken  as  the  v. 
optimum  for  this  protection,  then  128  represents  approximately  55/'“  of  those 
eligible  during  the  year.  There  is  thus  a slight  improvement  on  the  com- 
parable figure  of  53>“  for  19545  t)ut  not  the  marked  improvement  as  shovm 
in  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  figures.  Concern  has  recently  been  expressed 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  at  the  current  neglect  of  vaccination,  and  it 
is  considered  that  for  the  adequate  protection  of  the  public  against  tlio 
epidemic  spread  of  Small  Pox,  not  fewer  than  75/“  of  babies  should  be 
vaccinated  in  the  first  year  of  lifo. 

Under  the  County  Council's  scheme  both  small-pox  vaccination  a,nd 
diphtheria  immunisation  can  be  provided  by  arrangement  with  a general 
practitioner  or  at  any  Child  'Yelfare  Centre. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 


year  was  o,s 

f ollov/s  s - 

Respiratory 

Hon-Rospiratory 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male  Fema,le 

Total 

33 

24 

57 

8 5 

13 

]9 


During  the  year  7 new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  6 
affecting  the  respiratory  system  and  1 being  the  non~:respiratory  form 
of  the  disease.  • In  1954  there  ?;ere  10  nev;  cases  (9  respiratory  and  1 
non-rospiratory) . 


Deaths » 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diberculosis  in  the  district  during  1955 
Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

On  several  days  during  the  month  of  April,  a Mobile  Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit  from  Wolverhampton  was  stationed  at  Bridgnorth  Grammar 
School,  and  members  of  the  public  who  wished  it,  vrere  thus  given tiie.cppor 
tunity  of  having  a chest  X-re^y.  The  Unit  also  visited  several  factorie 
in  Bridgnorth  luring  vrorking-hours , for  the  convenience  of  the  workers. 

921  people  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  (431  males  and 
490  females)  and  one  case  of  active  respiratory  tuberculosis  was 
detected  among  those.  6 inactive  cases  were  noted,  and  11  ’’other  con- 
ditions” diagnoS'Sd  (e.g.  other  chest  and  heart  conditions  etc.) 
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